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Islands of the West Bank

Movement Restrictions



56 Check Point

Over the last forty one years of the military occupation of Palestinian land, Israel has implemented a policy 
of movement restrictions including checkpoints, earth mounds, trenches, gates, roadblocks, bypass roads, 
the Wall, and a complex system of permits .

From 1967 to 1991, restrictions on the movement of Palestinians were relatively light. However, with the 
beginning of the first Intifada in 1987, Israel increasingly restricted Palestinians’ freedom of movement by 
implementing a permit system; and in 1988, Israel began preventing Palestinians from traveling between 
the Gaza Strip and the West Bank. With the start of the first Gulf War in 1991, the Israeli Military imple-
mented further restrictions on the permit system. Every Palestinian was required to obtain an individual 
permit, instead of general permits that applied to the population as a whole. In 1993, Israeli military check-
points were established along the 1949 Armistice Line between the West Bank and Israel; between the West 
Bank and East Jerusalem; and between cities within the West Bank.

From the beginning of the Second Intifada in 2000, the Israeli Military increasingly restricted Palestinians 
from moving freely. In 2001 it became illegal for Israeli citizens to 
travel into Area A (areas under full Palestinian control) in the West 
Bank. From 2002 to the present, closure policies have substantially 
tightened and the entry of Palestinian workers into Israel has drasti-
cally decreased.

Since the onset of the Annapolis Peace Process, there have been no 
changes in Israeli policy, and in fact a recorded increase in the num-
ber of movement restirctions face by Palestinians in the West Bank.

The Facts:
** By September 2008 there were 699 closure obstacles in the West Bank– approximately 130 of these have 
been added after the Annapolis Conference began in November 2007 (1).

** 630 of the obstacles have been identified: trenches (3%), partial checkpoints (3%), earth walls (7%), road-
blocks (11%), road barriers (12%), checkpoints (12%), road gates (16%) and earth mounds (36%) (2).

** 74 % of the main routes in the West Bank are controlled by checkpoints or blocked entirely (3).

** In the period from April to September 2008 the weekly average of flying (or random) checkpoints was 89. 
Due to their unpredictable nature and more intensive search procedures, the flying checkpoints are usually 
even more problematic for the Palestinians than the regular ones (4).
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Earth Mound

Restrictions on the freedom of movement of Palestinians have seriously affected their access to medical 
care, including emergency medical treatment (9). The ability to reach medical care and healthcare is very 
uncertain and depends on a number of arbitrary decisions and restrictions (10).

Soldiers at checkpoints consistently stop ambulances and patients. The Palestinian Red Crescent Society, 
has reported 112 deaths and 35 stillbirths as a result of preventing medical personnel and patients from 
crossing checkpoints (11). The World Health Organization deplores 
“the incidents involving lack of respect and protection for Palestin-
ian ambulances and medical personnel (…) as well as the restrictions 
on movement imposed on them by Israel, the occupying power, in 
violation of international humanitarian law” (12).

Road Block

According to the World Bank, the recession in the Palestinian 
economy since 2000 is “among the worst in modern history” 
(5). The restrictions on freedom of movement that Israel has 
imposed on Palestinians since the outbreak of the second In-
tifada is the primary cause of the decline of the Palestinian 
economy and chronic increases in unemployment and poverty across the Occupied Territories (6). Examples 
of the fragmentation of the local Palestinian economy includes, but are not limited to: economic separation 
between the West Bank and Gaza, severe limitations on economic interaction with Israel, no access to mar-
kets for vendors of perishable products, isolation of markets in East Jerusalem from the rest of the West 
Bank and a decline in investments due to uncertainty and inefficiency (7). 

A report by the World Bank published in May 2007 stated that economic recovery and sustainable growth 
within the West Bank would ”... require a fundamental reassessment of closure practices, a restoration of 
the presumption of movement, and review of Israeli control of the population registry and other means of 
dictating the residency of Palestinians” (8).

Economic Impact

Access to Health Care

Destroyed Road
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According to the World Health Organization, 
at least 69 women have given birth at check-
points the the outbreak of the Second Intifada 
in September of 2000 to 2006. These women 
endure labor in some of the most unsanitary 
and inhumane conditions possible (13). 

The risk to themselves and to their babies is 
grave.Out of these 69 cases recorded by WHO, 
35 of the newborns have died and a total of 
five mothers have also perished. In all of the 
instances, whether the baby lives or dies, the 
mother carries deep emotional scars (14). 

As is so often the case, the statistics vary from 
one source to another. The most recent reliable source has been the UN General Assembly, Annual Report 
of the UN High Commissioner from the 1st of February 2008, which states that by the time of the meeting, 
the number of women giving birth at checkpoints remained the same as the year before, i.e. 69 (paragraph 
3). However, if you read further to paragraph 6, the report refers to at least 2 more births in December 2007 
alone (15).

Furthermore,  There is another case which has been reported to have taken place, but which has yet to be 
published in the findings of any human rights organization. In all of these cases, neither the state of th 
mother or the child is known (16).

The recent case of Halah Yousif, as reported by the Palestine Monitor (17) in October of 2008, is only one 
example of how this cruel statistic unfolds. This young woman, who was diagnosed with a condition called 
Toxemia, was not allowed to pass the Erez checkpoint separating the Gaza Strip from Israel, and separating 
Halah and her child from desperately needed health care. Despite the fact that she had been granted permis-
sion from the Israeli authorities to cross, she was not allowed by the border police. 

As this book goes to print, we are awaiting news of the fate(s) of her and her unborn child. Though there 
is a chance that she has received the attention she needed on time, she is only one more story in this most 
disturbing of statistical categories. 

Checkpoint Birth



59Jewish Only Roads of the West Bank

1. OCHA (2008): ‘Closure Update occupied Palestinian territory’, reports from May and September. Available Online at: http://
www.ochaopt.org/documents/UpdateMay2008.pdf. Accessed October 20th, 2008.
2. ibid.
3.  ibid.
4. ibid.
5. World Bank (2004): ’Disengagement, the Palestinian Economy and the Settlements’. Available at: http://domino.un.org/unis-
pal.nsf
6. World Bank (2007): ‘Investing in Palestinian Economic Reform and Development’, report for the Pledging Conference, Paris.
Available Online at: http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTWESTBANKGAZA/Resources/294264-1166525851073/Pariscon-
ferencepaperDec17.pdf p.6f
7. OCHA (2006): ‘Territorial Fragmentation of the West Bank’. Available Online at: http://domino.un.org/UNISPAL.nsf/85255d
b800470aa485255d8b004e349a/bb027df1429e73c6852571720054c874!OpenDocument.
8. World Bank (2007): ‘Movement and Access Restrictions in the West Bank: Uncertainty and Inefficiency in the Palestinian 
Economy’. Available Online at: http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2007/08/06/00
0020953_20070806160232/Rendered/PDF/404450GZ0West0Bank0restrictions01PUBLIC1.pdf.
9. World Health Organization, 2008. Health conditions in the occupied Palestinian territory, including east Jerusalem, and in the 
occupied Syrian Golan. Available Online at: http://www.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/A61/A61_R3-en.pdf.
10. World Bank (2007): ‘Movement and Access Restrictions in the West Bank: Uncertainty and Inefficiency in the Palestinian 
Economy’. Available Online at: http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2007/08/06/00
0020953_20070806160232/Rendered/PDF/404450GZ0West0Bank0restrictions01PUBLIC1.pdf.
11. Palestine Red Crescent (2008): ‘An Awareness-Raising Campaign For the Respect & Protection of the Medical Mission’. Avail-
able Online at: https://www.palestinercs.org/modules/news2/article.php?storyid=65.
12. World Health Organization, 2008. Health conditions in the occupied Palestinian territory, including east Jerusalem, and in the 
occupied Syrian Golan. Available Online at: http://www.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/A61/A61_R3-en.pdf.
13. UN General Assembly, Annual Report of the UN High Commissioner, 2008. Available at: 
http://domino.un.org/UNISPAL.NSF/9a798adbf322aff38525617b006d88d7/fd246b9c33182c72852573ed005001d2!OpenDoc
ument&Click=.
14. ibid. Also available at: http://www.france24.com/en/20080912-israeli-soldier-jailed-after-checkpoint-stillborn-death.
15. ibid.
16. IMEMC, 2008. Three Palestinian women forced to give birth at Israeli checkpoints. Available at: http://imemc.org/
article/52233
17. Palestine Monitor. October 9th 2008. The Fetal Terrorist. Available at: http://www.palestinemonitor.org/spip/spip.
php?article666.

Endnotes


